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October 5, 1971 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

# 

Attached is a reqij^jt from 
Civil Rights Divisioi^^CRD) , 
Department, to conduct a limited 
investigation into the death of 
George Jackson, a convict who was 
shot and killed by a guard during 
Jackson's attempt to escape from 
San Quentin Prison, California, 
on 8/21/71, in which three guards and 
two other inmates were also slain 
allegedly by Jackson and another 
confederate. CRD request's autopsy 
report on Jackson and copies of 
investigative reports prepared by 
prison officials and local law 
enforcement agencies . 

Our San Francisco Office which 
covers San Quentin Prison being 
instructed to conduct investigation 
requested by CRD. You will be kept 
advised of any pertinent 
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6-122 (Rev. o- 18-71) 


Transmit in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via 


Airtel 


f Priority ) 


li 


rrr.. c . n San Francisco 

TO . SAC, * -i ■ 

REC-60 S!-w , 

■om: Director, FBI "7 


Date 


10/5/71 


sor/*:/ 


UNSUBS - GUARDS, 

SAN QUENTIN PRISON, 

SAN QUENTIN (MARIN COUNTY), CALIFORNIA 
GEORGE JACKSON - VICTIM 
CR 


-J 


Enclosed are two copies of a self-explanatory Departmental letter dated 


10/1/71. 


m 


Complete the requested investigation in accordance with the provisions of Section 
27, Volume n , Manual of Instructions, and surep within 

days of the receipt of this communication. 

State in the first paragraph of the details of your report that it contains the results 
of a 0B ] imited investigation and underscore the word [jjjj] limite d 

| | preliminary 1 I preliminary 

Advise (5 all persons interviewed 

[X| appropriate officials at the outset that this investigation is being conducted 
at the specific request of the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Civil Rights Division, 
U. S. Department of Justice, referring to him by name as well as title. 


Remarks: 


Enc. (*) 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
pate 3-/ 7-U. BY-ga 

JBUejs^A/ 



(Do not type below this line.) 
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Fell 

Rosen . 

Mohr 

Bishop 

Miller, E.3. . 

Callahan 

Casper 

Conrad 

Dal hey 

Cleveland 

Ponder 

Bates 

Tavel 

Walters 

Soyars 

Tele. Roorr 
Holmes 
Candy . 
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<Re*. 12-19-67) V 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE JTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

OFFICE OF ORI GIN 

DATE 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

SAN FRANCISCO 

SAN ' FRANCISCO 

10/15/71 

10/11 - 13/71 

TY P ED BY 


TITLE OF CASE 
CHANGED 

UNSUBS - Guards,. 

San Quentin Prijso^ 

San Quentin (Marin County) 
GEORGE LESTE«2UACKS0N - 
VICTIM Q — L/ ^ 

X ~~~ _ J->cK 0 f - ■ - 


_P1 


REPORT MADE BY 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


hi'' 


lml 


/ ^ ^ 






sS 
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Title marked changed to show the middle name of the 

f-t ■ ' s j :> - / 


T 


Victim. 

REFERENCE : Bureau airtel to San Francisco, 10/5/71. 

- C - 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

The complete autopsy report for the Victim and the 
complete indictment for the State of California is set out 
inasmuch as these documents have been released to the press 
and have received a considerable amount of publicity. . All 
persons interviewed were advised that this investigation is 
conducted at the specific request of DAVID L. NORMAN, Assistant 
Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, US Dept, of Justice. 



ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 

□ NONE 

ACQUIT- 

CON VIC 

AU TO- 

FUG. 

FINES 

SAVINGS 

RECOVERIES 

TALS 









C ASE H AS BEEN: 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR 1 I v E 8 I ~ 1 NO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS I 1 YES { j NO 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 



Office: SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 



Field Office File #: 44-1189 Bureau File #: 

Title: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS - Guards, 

San Quentin Prison 

San Quentin (Marin County) 

GEORGE LESTER JACKSON - 
VICTIM 

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS 

Synopsis: Autopsy report of GEORGE LESTER JACKSON shows he died 

from gunshot wound of head. Consolidated investigative 
report not available . 


C - 


DETAILS 


THIS IS A LIMITED INVESTIGATION 


This investigation was predicated upon receipt of a 
me mo from DAVID L. NORMAN, Assistant Attorney General, Civil 
Rights Division, United States Department of Justice, to 
the Director of the FBI, which requested the following: 


"This Division has recently received several 
Congressional inquiries concerning George Jackson, 
a convict at San Quentin Prison, who was killed during 
a riot at that facility on August 21, 1971. 

"In order to determine whether Jackson's death 
could have involved violations of 18 U.S.C. 241 or 242, 
please conduct the following limited investigation: _ 

(1) Obtain a copy of any reports of Jackson's 
autopsies . 

(2) obtain copies of any reports on this incident 
prepared by prison officials or local law enforcement agencies." 

Thi. document contain, neither recommendation, nor condu.ion. of the FBI. It i. the property of the FBI mid i. loaned to your agency; it and it. content, 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 









4-750 (Rev- 9-29-95) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregablc material available for 
release to you. 


Section 552 


Section 552a 


□ (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ (,i)C) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ (k)< 1 ) 


Vp (b)(7)(D) 

□ <k)(2) 


□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ (k)(3) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ (k)(4i 

□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ (k)(5i 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ (k)(6> 

□ (b)(6) 


□ <k)(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government acencyties). These documents were relerred to that agencyties) 
for review- and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agencyties). "*ou will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasabilitv of this information following our consultation with the other acencyties). 

Pagc(s) w-iihheld inasmuch as a Final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of — 

Paget s) withheld for the following reason(s): 




The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages 

W-UQ-JOSZ'L - Z. 


xxx xxxxxx xxxxxxx 
X Deleted Pacc(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this pace X 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


\ 


10 / 15/21 


District Attorney's Office, Civic Center, 
X* following: 


Marin County 
furnished the 


by the 




b 


rp 


following: 

The investigation of the riot at San Quentin Prison 
during which GEORGE LESTER JACKSON was killed, was conducted 
££ Prison Authorities and the .^estrgators from 
the Marin County District Attorney’s Office. The investig 

Son was coordinated by the District Atto^ey, Mr. BRUCE 
BALES, and all investitive report s from both the Pr iso 
officials and the District Attorney’s investigators were 
incorporated into one report, which is being maintained 
District Attorney. 

As a result of the investigation, the case was 
presented to the Marin County Grand Jury and indictment agams 
seven individuals was returned. 

furnished a copy of this indictment which 


is attachec 

He also said that he would have to consult with 
. h District Attorney to determine if the investigative repo 
“Sld be f u^nish£“u the FBI, or any other Federal Government 

Agency . 


Maid the case is still under investigation, 


10/11/21— «»» SftN RAFA EL, 


r&T.TPORNIA fil, — SF 44-118 1 



Thi, document contain, neither recommendation, nor conclu.lon, of th, 
It and it* content* or# not to be distributed outside your agency. 


Dote dictated 1Q/15/7 1 


FBI. It it the property of the FBI or»d U loaned to your agency, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FD-302 (REV. 3-1 7-69) 




10/15/11 


Mr. BRUCE BALES, District Attorney, Marin County, 
California, furnished the following information: 

As a result of the riots at San Quentin Prison 
and the death of GEORGE LESTER JACKSON on August 21, 1971, 
extensive investigation v»s conducted by both Prison 
Authorities and investigators in his own office. He, 
himself, coordinated the investigation and all reports were 
forwarded to him. These reports were incorporated into one 
consolidated report, which is maintained in his Office. 

As a result of the investigation, witnesses were 
subpoenaed before the Marin County Grand Jury. An indictment 
was returned charging seven individuals with five murders 
and other violations. 

When the indictment was returned, the Judge of the 
Superior Court ordered the transcript of all the Grand 
Jury testimony sealed. He wise ordered by the JUDGE not 
to disclose the contents of the testimony to anyone. The 
testimony is sealed, however, the indictment is not. 

Mr. BALES added if he gives a copy of the report 
to anyone, this would be in violation of thet order and he 
could be held in contempt of court. He said when a court 
order is rescinded the testimony and a copy of the report 
will be made available. 


in /I 2/71 SAN RAPART. f CALIFORNIA «•* SF 4 4 -11 a* 



4 * 


Dale dictated 1 0 / 1 5/7 1 


Thl. docum.nl conloln. neither recommendation, nor conelu.lon. ol the FBI. It I* the property 
It and Itt contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


of the FBI and If loaned to your agency; 


\ 





M. A. Jones to Mr. Bishop Memo 
RE:GEORGE LESTER JACKSON (DECEASED) 




of one year to life, dusJ^i.^ Aw o-p rgtt i QiiS commitmen t s i igjhe CaIi !° , r J^ < ^ h 
A ut h ority. California prison records additionally reflect that during me pe 
8-5-61 to 11-18-70, Jackson was charged with 45 prison rule infractions, 
including disobeying orders, creating a disturbance, assault with a deadly weapon 
on another inmate, possession of contraband, fighting, possession of a weapon, 
assaulting an officer, throwing a liquid on an officer, and assault resulting i 
the death of a Soledad prison guard. 


Jackson died from a gunshot wound during an abortive prison 
break from San Quentin on 8-21-71. 




TO 


FROM 






' SUBJECT: 

V“ 


OPTIONAL fOKM NO. 10 
MAT 1-™2 EDITION 
GSA GEN. «EG.*NO. 27 


. UNITED STATES JVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


Mr. Bishop 


DATE: 6-13-72 



GEORGE LESTER JACKSON (DECEASED) 


"SOLEDAD BROTHERS’' 
CRIMINAL RECORDS 


Kelt 



Campbell 
Caaper — 

Cleveland 
Conrad — 
Dalbey , 


Marshall 

Miller. E.S.. 

Ponder 

Soyars 

Walters 


Tele. Room 

Mr. Kinley 

Mr. Armstrong - 

Ms. Herwig 

Mrs. Neenan — 



, ut A 

r— f ?' 

' -A b 1 By note to of 6-7-72, Mrs. Neenan conveyed 

Mr. Gray’s request for the full criminal records of captioned individuals 
whose backgrounds of criminality were grossly minimized in a 'W ashington 
editorial of June 6th. 


Post” 



Attached are copies of the Identification Records of Jackson 
reflecting several arrests for crimes of violence. Bufiles were 
additionally reviewed and inquiry was made through the San Francisco Office 
to secure additional details of the juvenile offenses perpetrated by these individuals. 




gunpoint robbery, with an accomplice, of a service station operator. The 
. / accomplice allegedly wielded the gun, threatening to kill the operator, and the pair 
N\i secured $71.00 loot, which they split. Jackson later admitted participation in the 
« robberv but claimed to be unaware of a gun being used, and further claimed he 
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jBSSSZA 


The post mortems on the Angela Davis tnal are 
bound tobe as fascinating as they are conflicting. 
There are some who will take the jury’s fatty W* 
unanimous voto W '^ on c^ges of m^ 

mx mM. 


^mnuF argue, ww » « • . , . 

^Btahlat and ahe waa*cq#itted by a jury of eleven 
■!' and one Mosirta American. That should at. 
fS® : Sn^atoter’a fear' that a blacfc 

j^Af b^ Vvrtir heothers. offended . by Miss Davis 
bsr b^r! «!^t| imd her rhetoric, -who prob- 
ably think the rtuhtry has gone mad. They will 
think that anyone trho looks like, that and talks like 
>that most be guilty ijf somethin®. And then there 
art those who, like Miss Davis’ mother, believe that 
the only fair trial would have been no trial at alL 
l v None of these reactions sounds entirely right or 
^adequate to us. Reasonable men could probably dif- 
fer about whether the California prosecutor had 
(enough evidence to take the case to a grand jury 


? at h«Pd* ; Jmwthan Jhckson pulled bis courthouse^ parole” for an offenaar involving the teMisfer w $10 



Justice and the Angek Pavk Yerdict 



But the fact that the San Jose jury voted to ac- 
quit does no more to vindicate the criminal justice 
system than the judgment of. the Berrigan jury in 
Harrisburg, or the Seale jury in New Haven or the 
New York juiy in- the trial of the l3 Black Pan- 
thers. Those eases; prove only that jurors in, case* 
with celebrated defendants can be counted on, to, 
take their rerto^^^es seriously and totoft^ thr 
country’s preJudh^jputside wheq th^iwh^M 
to the jury room to e^^ the eviden« prwnte^ . 
in the ebnrtrtan&ffp'r^ K ; ' j M 

This is an to thtf good. But it stiB l«v« the 
system of justice somewhat less than perfectw hen 
it is confronted witbfless highly cnarged cases an* 
less celebrated defendants. Day htahd day out, th* 
system stUl stands hsdicted by its failure and in- 
ability to deal fairly: and equitably with the thou- 
sands of poor, unlettered and.unknown people who 
are caught up in its maw every day jy ffltafflPl,?. 
when be was killed last summer, fl eorge Jackson, 
was In the twelfth year of an "u p tn Ilfft senrCT c e ' 
for~a ?70armed robOery. ur'tike the cffiCjjfcyp 
rhpllftMagee. M isslfttts’fonner co-defepdimt, w 


^r wHcRTfias Davis owned. she had 

y^ close to idm'in the weeks that preceded 
' and tiaare were eyewitnesses willing to 
swear W she hrt brth at the scene just the day 
FSm^Ea^:trle#W free three, San Quentin. 

111 a ^ ta . 1 
Thn« » seems to us hard 


nf TT W t«»»TP«»ert distracted or 

merely inept representation; no ball; long prison 
terms— these are amohg the more normal fatea that 
befall those who sre .too poor or top mUo toodO ; 
to marshal the resources thatbecomeavaiUble to . 


vpirticipaang in a vuu » uic a Bobby Seale*, a Phillip Berrigan ot 
it seems to us hard Davis. Criminal 6m«a( ininany places 
iJSSiTwv Mimimt <a on tn the try ane often little lhore tban assembly lines where;. 


i^«W:thA, aMitim%e judgment to go to the 


enclosure y 
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